

CITY OF AUBURN

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

BUSINESS MEETING 

FOR

April 2, 2020
5:00PM

Due to recommendations by the CDC during the Coronavirus crisis, and the national, State, and City declarations of emergency, this meeting was conducted via teleconference.  This is allowed by O.C.G.A. §50-14-1(g) as the public is provided simultaneous access to the teleconference meeting.  The City of Auburn utilized the Zoom meeting app to conduct this teleconference meeting.

To join the Zoom meeting on the computer, visit https://us04web.zoom.us/j/7544421034
Meeting ID:  754 442 1034 
To participate by phone, dial either of the following numbers:


+1 253 215 8782 US or


+1 301 715 8592 US

Meeting ID:  754 442 1034
Present:
Mayor :

Linda Blechinger


Council Member:
Peggy Langley





Council Member:
Bob Vogel





Council Member:
Bill Ackworth





Council Member:
Jay Riemenschneider

City Staff in Attendance:
City Administrator Alex Mitchem, Joyce Brown, Jay Miller, Michael Parks, Iris Akridge, Bel Outwater, Michelle Walker, Jack Wilson
Mayor Blechinger called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

Mayor Blechinger stated that because there was not a March 19, 2020 Council Workshop Meeting, this meeting will be conducted differently than the normal Council Business meeting.   
Mayor Blechinger gave the invocation.

Council Reports and Announcements

Mayor Blechinger shared numbers from an earlier teleconference with joint County Cities, Dr. Arona with Gwinnett County Department of Health Services reported the most recent statistics of the Coronavirus:  Surpassed 1 million Worldwide cases, In the US – 226,340 (10,000 more than yesterday) 5,316 deaths, In Georgia - 5,400 cases (600 more than yesterday) 172 Deaths, In Gwinnett County - 294 cases 7 deaths.  Dr. Arona stressed to everyone that we should see the peak of the CO-VID 19 in the next two weeks.  That unlike the flu, the coronavirus specifically attacks the lungs.  It is extremely dangerous to those with a compromised immune system, people going through cancer treatments, those people that have COPD, asthma, etc.  The Mayor encourages all citizens to take the statewide orders very seriously that will be given by the Governor shortly this evening to please stay home as much as possible.   
Item:
Citizen Comments on Agenda Items
Mayor Blechinger asked for any Citizens comments for items on tonight’s agenda.  

None were given

Item:
Republic Service Rate Increase per CPI-U             
Alex Mitchem presented

-placed on May 7, 2020 Council Business Agenda     

Item:
Minutes from March 5, 2020 Business Meeting    

Alex Mitchem presented



-to be voted on at end of presentation     
Item:
Minutes from March 5, 2020 Council Business Meeting    

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve the minutes from March 5, 2020 Council Business Meeting.   

Motion:
Made by Council Member Vogel to approve the minutes from March 5, 2020 Council Business Meeting.  

Seconded:
By Council Member Ackworth.
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.  There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.

Item:
Council Resolution for Declaration of Emergency               
Alex Mitchem presented

-to be voted on at end of presentation 
Item:
Council Resolution for Declaration of Emergency     

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve Resolution #06-020 to Declare a State of Emergency,  ratify and extend the orders from the Mayor’s Emergency Declaration of March 13th, 19th, and Order of March 25th until the April 16th Council Workshop Meeting.  

Motion:
Made by Council Member Ackworth to approve Resolution #06-020 to Declare a State of Emergency, ratify and extend the orders from the Mayor’s Emergency Declaration on March 13th, 19th, and Order on March 25th until the April 16th Council Workshop Meeting.     

Seconded:
By Council Member  Riemenschneider.
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.  There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.

Item:
Statewide Mutual Aid Agreements/EMPG Applications    

Alex Mitchem presented



-to be voted on at end of presentation    

Item:
Statewide Mutual Aid Agreement/EMPG Applications     

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve the Statewide Mutual Aid Agreement/EMPG Applications for the 2020 Georgia Emergency Management Agency-Homeland Security (GEMA-HS) Statewide Mutual Aid and Assistance Agreement (SWMAA).     

Motion:
Made by Council Member Langley to approve the Statewide Mutual Aid Agreement/EMPG Applications for the 2020 Georgia Emergency Management Agency-Homeland Security (GEMA-HS) Statewide Mutual Aid and Assistance Agreement (SWMAA).     

Seconded:
By Council Member Ackworth.
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.  There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.

Item:
Amendment to 2008 Sewer Intergovernmental Agreement with Barrow County

  Alex Mitchem presented



-to be voted on at end of presentation  
Item:
Amendment to 2008 Sewer Intergovernmental Agreement with Barrow County    

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve the amendment to 2008 Sewer Intergovernmental Agreement with Barrow County.  
Motion:

Made by Council Member Ackworth to approve the amendment to 2008 Sewer Intergovernmental Agreement with Barrow County.  
Seconded:
By Council Member Riemenschneider.        
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.  There was none.

Vote was taken with Council Member Riemenschneider and Council Member Ackworth voting yes.  Council Member Vogel voted no.  Council Member Langley voted no.  Mayor Blechinger voted yes to break the tie vote.
Item:
Hayes & James Equipment Selection - Contract for Drinking Water Treatment Plant Equipment      

Alex Mitchem presented



-to be voted on at end of presentation    

Item:
Hayes & James Equipment Selection - Contract for Drinking Water Treatment Plant Equipment    

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve Heyward Incorporated Atlanta’s contract for Drinking Water Treatment Plant Equipment in the  amount of $1,094,000.    
Motion:

Made by Council Member Ackworth to approve Heyward Incorporated Atlanta’s contract for Drinking Water Treatment Plant Equipment in the  amount of $1,094,000.    
Seconded:
By Council Member Langley.        
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.  There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.

Citizen Comments:  Mayor Blechinger asked for any Citizens Comments.

None were given

ADJOURN:  Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to adjourn.
Motion:  
Made by Council Member Ackworth to adjourn.
Seconded: 
 By Council Member Langley. 
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Read and approved this ___________ Day of May 2020 
Attest:

___________________________________________________

Mayor Linda M. Blechinger
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CITY CLERK


Joyce Brown


City Council
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